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Setting Up a Publishing Company

As an independent/self-publisher planning to sell your books, you will want to set up a publishing com-
pany. Some authors already own businesses, so they use the same business for their publishing venture. 
There are many details in establishing a business, so I’m sharing what I know to help you get started. 
For more information,  seek advice from professionals in each category and you may want to consult an 
attorney.

At a minimum you’ll need a company name, address (this can be a PO Box), phone number, and email 
address in order to obtain the publishing numbers for your book. 

Terminology
Publisher: that’s you!
Book designer: that’s me. 
Book printer/manufacturer: this is not the publisher. This is where your books are printed and bound.

Company Name
Think carefully about your company name. Ending in “Publishing” or “Press” provides credibility. 
However, if you use your name (e.g., Jennifer Omner Publishing), it looks more like a small operation. 
Make sure your company name is not already taken. As a start, search the Internet. For Oregon, see 
http://egov.sos.state.or.us/br/pkg_web_name_srch_inq.login
Register the company name you’ve chosen with your state. If you want to trademark your company name, 
contact the United States Patent and Trademark Office (http://www.uspto.gov). I’ve heard this referred 
to as registering your company name nationally. Start with your state.

For Oregon:
Secretary of State, Corporation Division
255 Capitol St NE, Suite 151, Salem, OR 97310-1327
Phone 503-986-2200
Fax 503-378-4381
http://www.filinginoregon.com



Legal Structures
Choose a business structure.
	Sole proprietorship: simple structure, provides no legal protection, the business is you. If you choose 

this structure, consider applying for an Employer ID Number (EIN) instead of using your social 
security number. See http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98350,00.html for more 
details on EINs. (Note that clicking on the link above does not work, try copying and pasting it 
into your browser.)

	Partnership: simple structure, two or more people, should have a partnership agreement going into it.
	Limited Liability Company (LLC): rules are easier to meet than that of a corporation, provides some 

legal protection.
	Corporation: provides the most protection, more fees involved, an individual can have a corporation 

but you must have a board of directors and meetings with minutes.

Bookkeeping
In treating your publishing venture as a business, keep all your business expenses and income separate 
from your personal expenses and income. This will make accounting and tax preparation easier. Open a 
business checking account in your company name. I also recommend using accounting software such as 
Quickbooks. 

Website
Secure a domain name and establish a web presence in order to sell your books online (or at a minimum 
have a click through to buy on Amazon.com). Some options for your domain name: the name of your 
book, the name of your publishing company, or your name. Or perhaps all of the above. You can purchase 
multiple domain names and have them all point to your primary one.  Ask your website developer for 
more information.

Resources
Starting a Business in Oregon: 
	 http://www.sos.state.or.us/corporation/business/starting_a_business.htm

SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives)
SCORE national: http://www.score.org
Prior to starting ALL Publications in 1994, I attended a workshop by SCORE on starting and oper-
ating a small business. The information was invaluable and they still offer similar workshops. See  
http://www.scorepdx.org for the schedule in Portland, Oregon.

Dan Poynter’s Self-Publishing Manual: How to Write, Print and Sell Your Own Book
“Chapter 3: Starting Your Own Publishing Company”

 


